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What is claimed is: 



1 1. A washing machine comprising: 

2 a first water supply valve for supplying water to a tub upon input of a wash 

3 command; and 

4 a second water supply valve for supplying water to the tub upon input of the wash 

5 command and upon a determination of a final rinse step; 

6 a detergent reservoir, coupled to said first water supply valve, for receiving a 

7 detergent for a wash step; 

8 a bleaching agent reservoir, coupled to said second water supply valve, for receiving 

9 a bleaching agent for the wash step; and 

10 a fabric softener reservoir, coupled to said bleaching agent reservoir, for receiving a 

11 fabric softener for a final rinse step, 

12 wherein said first water supply valve is used as a dedicated valve for the detergent 

13 and said second water supply valve is used as a common input valve for the bleaching agent 

14 and fabric softener, to introduce the detergent and bleaching agent to the water in the tub for 

15 the wash step and to introduce the fabric softener to the water in the tub for the final rinse step 

16 only. 

1 2. The washing machine as claimed in claim 1, wherein said bleaching agent 

2 reservoir is arranged between said second water supply valve and said fabric softener 

3 reservoir. 

1 3. A method of controlling a washing machine having first and second water 
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supply valves, comprising steps of: 
determining a water level; 

supplying water to a tub according to the determined water level, by turning on the 
first and second water supply valves simultaneously and turning off the second water supply 
valve 2ifter a first predetermined time; 

performing a wash step and at least one rinse step according to a selected wash course 
based on the determined water level; 

determining a final rinse step among the at least one rinse step; and 

performing the final rinse step according to the determined water level, by turning on 
the first and second water supply valves simultaneously and turning off the second water 
supply valve after a second predetermined time. 

4. The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the first predetermined time is 
shorter than the second predetermined time. 

5. The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the first predetermined time is set 
to introduce to the water in the tub a detergent firom a detergent reservoir and a bleaching 
agent fi-om a bleaching agent reservoir. 

6. The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the second predetermined time is 
set to introduce to the water in the tub a fabric softener firom a fabric softener reservoir. 

7. The method as claimed in claim 6, wherein said final rinse performing step 
makes use of a siphonic effect applied to the fabric softener reservoir after performing the 
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3 wash step. 
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